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marching with thee.    Their leader, I suppose, was thj*
father Constantius," etc.*

149. It is impossible to doubt from these con-
temporaneous witnesses, witnesses more exactly con-
temporaneous than are commonly producible, that
some remarkable portent appeared, or was gene-
rally believed in, when Constantine was in antici-
pation of his engagement with Maxentius, and about
the time that he first professed Christianity. After
all allowances for the rhetoric of &azarius> his story
surely must have had some foundation ; by it he
is virtually doing homage to a religion which he
disowns, though he adroitly converts it to the service
of Paganism, by recurring to the old heathen prodigies,
such as the appearance of Castor and Pollux, and
seeking to authenticate them by the recent apparition.
Even if the Cross appeared, he could not be expected
to mention it; he could not have done more than he
has done. The same may be said for the still earlier
orator, who is obliged to allude to the Emperor's
Christianity, while he is complimenting him on having
rightly interpreted what his friends thought an omen
of evil. Lactantius, though he adds nothing to the
evidence of the apparition in the sky,* testifies to the
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* Socrates, PMlostorgius, Gelasius, Nicephorus, say that
the Cross was in the sky. Sozomen first speaks of it as seen
in- a dream, and then, on the authority of Eusebius, describes
the apparition in the sky. Rufinus also gives both accounts;